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BESTEITTIR
Administrative Frogress Report for konth of June 1947

1., Lt(jg) R. E. Edgar, USK reported for duly in the laboratory on 24 June as
Administrative Assistant, He is sssuming all of the functions wkich will be
assigned ultimately to the employse who £i11ls the CAF-10 Administrative Assistant
position being set up.

2., One sdditional olerk-typist, Mrs. Josephine Winkler, has been pleced in a new
CAF~3 position established, An edditional CaF=-3 elerk stenographer positiocn has
been requested and indlcations are that this position will be approved shortly.

The administrative and correspondence functions of the laboratory ere growing very
rapidly, and it is envisicned that soveral additional clerks and stenographers will
be required in the very near future, These will be necessary for such funotions as
preparation of reports, msintenance of the teohnical librery, duplication services
as well sg the routine functions of handling dispatches, mail, telephone calls and
piscellansous administrative functions,

3, The position of Property and Supply Clerk hae been arproved as CAF-6, Two
very good prospects with previous experience in CRCSSRUADS and poat=CRIES - ADS
work are beinz processed to determine gqualification for employment in this capacity.

B. SECURIZY

1. The fence around the outside of the laboratory has been completed, As soon
as the arrangements have been completed for signalling the guard inslde the build-
ing from cutside the fence, all galss will be locked other than at normal working
hours and the marine guard outeide the building will be secured,

2. The services of civilian guards inelde the building on a 24-hour basis have
been obtained, This has eliminated the necessity of taking badly needed enlisted
personnel from their work during regular work hours for assignment to guard dutyj
and, also, it has eliminated the unsatisfactory situation whereby enlisted personnel
were workinz during the day and standing guard duty at night.

3, Work has been commenced to convert a portion of Building 224, which was a
pulticell, concrete bomb shelter, to & storage space for radiocactive samples untll
such time as space becomes available in Bullding 351.

4. The situation with respect to clearance of lsboratory personnsl is not yet
satisfactorily settled, Representatives of AEC advise that since the naval
clearance is restricted to certain specific 1tems, their technical groups can show
laboratory personnel who have naval clearance, indexes of material available only
after careful study of the indexes and removal of 1tems not strictly covered in the
naval clearance specification. (n the other hand, Wavy personnel at the laboratory
with "Q" clearance (Lt, Morton and Lt. Morrison) may see unexpurgated editions of
indaxes, Further study is being made of this situation.

Enclosure (A)



BESTRICIZD

C. LABORATORY FROCEDURES

1. Steps are undervay to standardize laboratory procedures throughout the
organisation, Standard instructions are being promulgated as administrative orders,
pemorands and notices, A standard form has been adopted for use in astablishing
laboratory research projects., All projects will be set up on this form in the

very near futurs for submission to the Bureaus,
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Technical Prograss Report for Month of June 1947.
Ao IITIES

i, The equipment situation improved somewhat during the month of June, but long
periods between award of contract end delivery of paterial contimue to hamper
expeditious installation of necessary facilities. Studies are eontipuing and a
determined effort is being made to eliminate every possible delay im the procure-
ment system, to anticipate requirements as much as possible, and to utilize most
readily availsble materials. In comnection with the latter item, laboratory
personnel visited the Electronics Reutilization Plant at Mare I and re-
quisitioned a considerable quantity of standard expendable materinla needed for
stock, also, a dispatch request for release of seversl test equirments held by
YERUPT® and required for the Physics Croup was sent to the Bureau of Ships,

2, Five autoscalers frcn Tracerlab were received and have operated excellently
thus far, A1l indications are that they are of excellent workmanship and will
sontinue to perform well, Scme signlficant items of equipment were received by
the Physics Group, also, These included : ‘

Ilford special proton = recoil plates,

Lavriisen slectroscopes

Fasic hand tools

Synchroscope, oscilloscopes nnd some electronio test equipment

3, Preliminary studies of finsl plans for the conversion of Bldg, 351 are being
sonducted in order to minimize delaya after approval of the project ia received,
In viaw of tho anticipated time intcrval between the present ard the date of
poving into the new building, however, tentatlve plans are being prepsred for

sore effioicnt utilizaticn of the spuce currsntly svailable in Building 506, It
1g conaldered that some additional facilitiss must be inastalled and existing rooms
glightly revised in order to provide ample space for the program envisioned during
the next twelve months,

Le Scme equipment was shipped from the laboratory during the month of June. The
principal items were as follows:

Cne Tilter Queen to Philadelphia Naval Shipyerd

vne ¥ " 45 Puget Sound Naval Shipyard

Two cterline Angus Hecorders to U,5.5., CHILTON

Une c¢ylinder of Methene with double reducing valve to U.5.5, CHILIUN
Cne dosimeter (presumably Photovolt "500%) to U.3.S, CHILTLN

5, 'The animel coleony received 2. good start with the arrival of rat cages from
NMRI and shipment of 120 rats from the saze source. Tne hausing f20ilities for
the animals sre adsquate and breeding of stock can commence shortly. It i3 con-
gidered that additicnal perscnnel trained in animal husbandry will be required in
the near future. This will be the subject of separate correspondence. Tvo saip-
ments of rats trapped on the PENSACULA arrived during the month bringing the total
colony to 20 pending arrival of the shipnent from Dethesda, Five of the rais from
the PENSACLLA have died, and their carcasses ere being ashed for determination of
radiocactivity content.

Enclosure (B)
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Be SQARNIIFIC PERSCHNEL

1, kire C. 4. Cump reported for duty as Electroniocs En r (P=3), Mr, William

Loe mccepted a position as Assistant in Chemistry (P-1) to report sbout 1 August,
br. K. L. Davis acceptad a position as Assistant in Physies (P-2)} to report about
9 July.

2. Lt. Comér. R. A, Conard (MC) USN reported for duty as iureau of Wedicine end
Surgery Projects Officer,

3. A considerable number of candidates from the University of California and

the San Francisco area were interviewed during the month for vositions in ohemistry,
physics and biological science, Several of these are rromising candidates for
positions ranging from P=5 to P-l, and the qualifications of all are being studied
carefuvlly with a view to making offers to the most desirable, In addition, active
contact 1s being meintained with other scientists throughout the ecountry, some of
whom will be mvailable for employment during the latter part of the yeer. Dr,
Condit expects to attend the annual meeting of the American FPhysical Soclety at
which additional prospects for the positicns in physics sre expected to be cone-
tacted,

L. Comér., Fee and Lt{jg) Mortcn visited the University of Chicago and [os Alemos
Sclentific Laboratories during the early part of the month, ULrs, T. H, Davies and
R, h. brown at the lniversity of Chicago, and Dr, #right Langhem st Low Alarmos
were a-proached for consideration of the position of Technical Director (P-7). Dr.
Erown cofinitely refused consideration, Dr. Langham was extramely doubtful, and Dr.
Davies was a possibility desiring to consider the matter further before commitiing
himself., Most of the young men qualified for this position are still interested
in individual research unhampered by edminisirative responsibilities, It is rost
difficult to £ind the man desired at the P-7 level since those tending towsrds
research coordination or consultation work are in industry at high salaries, I
may be necessary ultimately to consider reclassification of the position to P~8

to find & man who can sultably fill the vacancy,

5, Additiona) positions of Research Associate in Physies {P-3 end P=i) have been
approved and esteblished, This sotion was well timed, as & ¥r, ¥illiam Brown,
who shows great promise for the laboratory, has been interviewed and is in s
position to scoept employment as & Physicist (p-4) about 15 August,

C. LABCRATURY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPWENT ¥.RK
1. The following projects were complaeted during the months

(a) Analysis of soot and flue gas from power station boilers burning radio-
actively contaminated oil from U.S.5, GASCONALE.

{b) tadiocherical analysis of fuel oil from U.5.9. CRITTENDEN,

(¢c) Testing and eveluation of possible weans of decontaninating wood decks
on U.S5.5. PARCHE,
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(d) Further studies of means of determination of background during monitoring

.af target vessels.

(e) Analysss of filter naper and canisters from initisl tests of efficlency of
gas masks in capturing fission products. '

(f) Analysis of clothing and RBA from Kmajslein to determine extent of radio-
sctive contamination.

(g) Freparation of several series of filu badges exposed to standerd radium
sources for set perloda of time at known distances. These produced a series of
film densities up to 0.1R for genaral rsference. One got of the serles was
sent to xaval Shipyard Puget Sound mnd cne to the Bikini Re~Survey Unit.

(h) An Castman Transmission densitcmeter vas glven a preliminary test to
determine its suitability for replacing Ansco-Swost densitometer.

The followlng prejects were initiated or well underway during the mouths
(a) Analyses of gas maek canistera worn by personnel on board target ships.

(b) Determination of particle size of dust encountered cn ships ccataninated
with radicactive materiais.

(¢) Determination of solubllity of radioactive contaminants,

(4) Elementsry analysls of contaminated dust,

(¢} Testing of a spray method ¢f decontemination of the FaRCHE.

(£) Sempling of remaining fuel 0il on U.S5.5. GASCLNALE for rediochemical anelysis,

(g) Sampling and analyeis of eighi different areas cn FARCIE varying 1an type of
surface, geometric configuration, and intensity of radiation.

(h) Testing of lye and other paini remcvers as zetheds of decontamination on
extarior of conning tower of PARCHE.

{1) Desizn of special apperatus for production ccale testing of decontamination
methcds under leboratory cunditions.

(4) Prepar::ion of sanples for testing of dscuntaxinating golutions in labora-
tory.

{x) Testing methods for routine &nalyels of fission elements.
(1) seasurement of rate of decay of fission product aggregate.

() Determination of maximum and average beta and gewme rey standards of verlous
cnorgies,

(n) Testing of end-window Geiger-hueller tubes of special design for use ss
peans of alpba particle eounting,
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(o) Modification of autoscalers for automatic counting of samples of very low
intensity for long perlcds.

(p) Ashing of carcesses of five rats which had dled subsequent to capture on
PENSACCLA, and dsterminmation of radiosetivity contained in ash,

(q) Conmstruction of three chambers for sxposure of rats to inbalation of fission
products,

(r) Reorganization of change house faeilities in order to aonvert to an ideal
unit,

(s) Fabrication of a dust tumbler and fan for use in comparative effiolency tests
on wasks in filtering cut radiocactive dusts.

(t) Testz of Willson "750" mask for protection of personnel against radicactive
dust and fume inhalation.

(u) Construction of three scalers by Elsctronics Sectlon.

3. Radiclogical surveys were continued during the month on the GASCCNADE, CRITTENLER,
PENSACULA and HUGHES, The final report on the CRITTENDER ig now under preparation.
Fork on the GASCONALE is about thirty percent complete, The INDEFENDENCE arrived

and safety monitoring was undertaken jrmediately. Decontamination of the structure
of the PARCHE above the conning tower and those portions of the above water hull
which can not be exposed to sandblasting was being accomplished using lye solution on
the Jarge exposed areas and a combination citric-hydrochloric acld solution on small
parts and interior surfaces, Sandblasting is scheduled to commence on 14 July. The
following speclal tasks were also accomplished by the laboratory monitors:

(s) Inspection parties on ex-target vessels at lere Islande
(b) Check of redium shipment at Moffett Field.

{c) Inspection of drydock, keel blocks, hoss and lines after undocking of
GASCCHNALE,

() Monitoring of TCS transcelvers used on INDEPENDENCE.

(e) Monitoring of ATF-103 and ATF-108 for contamination acoumulated incident
to towing INDEPENDENCE back to San Francisco.

D. SERVICE WORK

1, Twenty-two X-263 meters, ten 263 meters and five 247 instrumente were repaired
and calibrated during the month, Seventy low=voltage G tubes wers received {rom
NSD Oakland,

2, Increase of the upper limit of the instrument was accoxplished on about half the
263 meters by modification of circuit components within the instruments, Analysis
of components in the 247 metersa indicated that the cans were not secure in the
sockets. Plans are underway to use fosm rubber in the bottom of the cans to render
therm more secure.

3. The workload in Medical Health Section remained reasonably constant at sbout the
same level as for May. -l =



